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Single Use Plastics
This Council notes that
A) Lancashire County Council has already passed a motion to ban the use of -singleuse-plastics (“SUP”) within its estate, setting the standard for the County [1];
B) whilst SUPs items are cheap, convenient, and readily available, the growing
production and disposal of them has had major impacts on the environment and
biodiversity [2];
C) oceans and Britain’s iconic watercourses [3] are becoming increasingly polluted, as
highlighted in recent TV programmes like the BBC programme Blue Planet 2, and
marine life in particular is suffering because 8 million metric tons of plastic waste
ends up in the world’s oceans each year [4];
D) the disposal of plastic waste produces chemicals known to be carcinogenic [5],
and micro plastics are present in the food chain as they are ingested by animals [6];
and
E) only 30% of plastic waste is currently recycled, with China recently banning the
import of landfill and recycling, leaving countries having to finally take responsibility
for their waste [7].
This Council believes that:
i) reducing the consumption of unnecessary (i.e. excluding medical items) SUPs
(“USUPs”) is vital to protecting the environment we live in
ii) having passed a Climate Emergency Motion to tackle carbon emissions, it follows
that the Council should become as environmentally sound as possible
iii) it is its responsibility to model and encourage more behaviour within the Borough
to protect the environment
This Council resolves to:
1) conduct an in-depth audit of all items used within the council estate for USUPs and
publish the results to the public by 30 April 2020

2) thereafter, complete annual audits of the councils’ USUP use, and publish these
results to the public annually, no later than the 30 April in each year
3) end the procurement and use of USUPs, including (but not limited to) cups,
cutlery, water bottles, stirrers and straws, within all Council run operations, premises
and events by March 31, 2020
4) include, as a condition of any new licence to occupy, lease or other tenancy or
other disposal of council premises, a provision that no USUPs will be generated or
permitted at such premises
5) include, as a condition of any new council contract, a provision that no USUPs will
be generated or permitted in the Borough
6) assess the councils’ supply chain, and switch to businesses that are as USUP-free
as possible
7) encourage local businesses (including Burnley Market and Burnley FC) to phase
out and stop their use of USUPs
8) carry out a feasibility study to identify (i) a space owned by this Council within the
Borough to house a zero-waste [8] community run co-operative shop with rent and
rate incentives and (ii) for siting of refill stations, to discourage the purchase of USUP
bottles
9) facilitate education programmes to the public to discourage the use of USUP
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